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State Award Winners announced
Each year NAE4-HYDP members have the opportunity to
showcase their work through submission of Member
Recognition Awards covering areas of Communication and
Speciality.  State selections will advance to the regional round
for judging.  This year’s state recipients are as follows:

SPECIALITY AWARDS

EXCELLENCE IN PEER PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD
AMY HENSCHEN
This award recognizes NAE4-HYDP members for significant
accomplishments in peer-to-peer teaching in 4-H, youth
development or other professional development topics related
to the youth development professional. Delivery of professional
development must be by other Extension professionals to their
peers. Individuals or teams may apply. Interdisciplinary teams
are encouraged as well as interdisciplinary content where
subject-matter content is merged with positive youth
development principles. Delivery of professional development
may be through face-to-face training, distance education
(webinar(s), interactive online courses or other effective
delivery methods. Professional development efforts may be a
single training or a series of sessions.

GREG YOST MEMORIAL YOUTH IN LEADERSHIP AWARD 
KATIE DUITSMAN
This award recognizes the outstanding efforts of members that
exemplify youth-adult partnerships which support young people
in programs that affect them and their world.
(continued on page 2)

REGIONAL DIRECTORS
Kel ly  Laf ferty  &  Latosha
Reggans,  N o r t h e r n  
Carissa  Nelson,  E a s t  C e n t r a l
Jessica  Jaf fry ,  W e s t  C e n t r a l
Krist i  Stout,  S o u t h e r n

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Michele  Aavang,  P r o f e s s i o n a l
D e v e l o p m e n t

Andrea Farr ier ,  M e m b e r
R e c o g n i t i o n

Katie  Duitsman,  M e m b e r s h i p

Daniel le  Gapinski ,  P u b l i c
R e l a t i o n s  &  I n f o r m a t i o n /
N e w s l e t t e r

Sara Marten,  A d v i s o r y

Madonna Weese,  L i f e  M e m b e r

OFFICERS
Martha Ebbesmeyer,  P r e s i d e n t

Katie  Duitsman,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

Kasey Kemme,  S e c r e t a r y

Jennifer  Peterson,  T r e a s u r e r
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State Award Winners announced (continuned)
EXCELLEN CE IN EDUCATIONAL T EC HNOLOGY AWAR D  
DANIELLE G APINSKI
T h i s  a w a r d  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  u s e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  o r  m a n a g i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l
p r o g r a m s .  P r o g r a m m i n g  m i g h t  i n c l u d e  t e c h n o l o g y  s u c h  a s  c o m p u t e r s ,  v i d e o ,  s a t e l l i t e ,
w e b  p a g e s ,  e t c .  A p p l i c a n t s  s h o u l d  s e e k  t o  s h o w c a s e  h o w  t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  e x p a n d e d  t h e
e d u c a t i o n a l  d e l i v e r y  o f  4 - H  a n d  p r o m o t e  l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  u s i n g
e d u c a t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g y ( i e s ) .

EXCELLEN CE IN WORKFORCE  DEVELOPME NT PROGRAM MI NG AWARD  
SHELBY  CARLSON
T h i s  a w a r d  r e c o g n i z e s  o u t s t a n d i n g  e f f o r t s  b y  m e m b e r s  i n  w o r k f o r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d
c a r e e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  w o r k f o r c e
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m m i n g  c u r r i c u l u m .  T h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  o n g o i n g  4 - H
p r o g r a m  i n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  t h e  n o m i n e e  s e r v e s  ( c o u n t y ,  d i s t r i c t ,  r e g i o n  o r  s t a t e ) .

EXCELLEN CE IN TEAMWOR K AWARD  
SHELBY  CARLSON
T h i s  a w a r d  e n c o u r a g e s  a n d  r e c o g n i z e s  o u t s t a n d i n g  E x t e n s i o n  p r o g r a m s  o r  p r o j e c t s
c o n d u c t e d  b y  a  t e a m  t h a t  d e m o n s t r a t e  e f f e c t i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s
( i m p a c t )  a t  c o m m u n i t y ,  a r e a ,  s t a t e ,  o r  m u l t i - s t a t e  l e v e l s .

EXCELLEN CE IN COMMUN ICATION AND EXP RE SSIVE  ARTS AWAR D
DANIELLE G APINSKI
T h i s  a w a r d  g o a l  i s  t o  c r e a t e  4 - H  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  &  E x p r e s s i v e  A r t s  ( C E A )  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
f o r  y o u t h ,  v o l u n t e e r s ,  a n d  e x t e n s i o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  C E A  i n t o  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f
t h e  N a t i o n a l  4 - H  M i s s i o n  M a n d a t e s :  S c i e n c e ,  H e a l t h y  L i v i n g ,  C i v i c  E n g a g e m e n t  a n d  s h o w
t h e  i m p a c t  o f  a  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  &  E x p r e s s i v e  A r t s  p r o g r a m  t h r o u g h  f o r m a l  o r  i n f o r m a l
e v a l u a t i o n  a n d / o r  p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e / s t o r y / m e d i a  c o v e r a g e .

EXCELLEN CE IN AG LITERACY  P ROGRAMM ING  AWARD
ALCHA CORB AN
T h i s  a w a r d  r e c o g n i z e s  o u t s t a n d i n g  4 - H  p r o g r a m m i n g  e f f o r t s  b y  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i t e r a c y  w h e t h e r  i n  a  r u r a l ,  s u b u r b a n  o r  u r b a n  s e t t i n g .

EXCELLEN CE IN HEALTHY  LIVING PROGRAM MING AWARD  
HENRY  CRAFT
T h i s  a w a r d  r e c o g n i z e s  o u t s t a n d i n g  e f f o r t s  a n d  i m p a c t s  o f  N A E 4 - H Y D P  m e m b e r s  i n
H e a l t h y  L i v i n g  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d / o r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  3 )
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State Award Winners announced (continuned)
S E A R C H  F O R  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  T E E N  P R O G R A M M I N G  A W A R D  
K R I S T I  S T O U T
T h i s  a w a r d  p r o v i d e s  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o g r a m s  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  a n d  w i t h  t e e n
a u d i e n c e s .  P r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  s t r i v e  t o  g a i n  n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  p r o g r a m
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  s c h o l a r l y  a n d  c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t e a c h i n g  a n d / o r  r e s e a r c h
e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  t o  s h o w  e v i d e n c e  o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  w h o  h e l p  m e e t  c o m m u n i t y
t e e n s ’  n e e d s ,  a n d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  t e e n  a u d i e n c e s .

FIRST TIM E ATTENDEE  
ABIGAIL NE LSON

SECOND TIM E ATTENDEE  
BRITTNEY  MUSCHETTO

COMMUNICATOR AWARDS
To rec ogn iz e  NAE4-HYD P members  for  s ign i f ic ant  accomplishmen ts  in  presenting 4-H to
the gene ral  publ ic ,  c iv ic  grou ps,  4 -H group s,  or  ind iv iduals  throu gh  pu bl ic  in formation
method s.

RADIO/AUD IO PROGRAM
AMY HENSCHEN  
T o  p r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o m o t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  a c c u r a t e ,  c o n c i s e  a n d  m a k e s
t h e  l i s t e n e r  r e s p o n d  i n  a  p o s i t i v e  m a n n e r  o r  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  l i s t e n e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  h o l d
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  m a k e  t h e  l i s t e n e r  r e s p o n d  i n  a  p o s i t i v e  w a y .

VIDEO PRO GRAM  
SHELBY  CARLSON
T o  p r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  p r o m o t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  a c c u r a t e ,  c o n c i s e ,  a n d  m a k e s
t h e  l i s t e n e r  r e s p o n d  i n  a  p o s i t i v e  m a n n e r  o r  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  l i s t e n e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  h o l d
a t t e n t i o n  a n d  m a k e  t h e  l i s t e n e r  r e s p o n d  i n  a  p o s i t i v e  w a y .

EDUCATIONAL  PIECE -  INDIVIDUAL  
DANIELLE G APINSKI
T o  e d u c a t e  t h r o u g h  a c c u r a t e ,  c o n c i s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( r e s e a r c h  b a s e d  a s  a p p l i e s )  o n  o n e
s u b j e c t .  I t  i s  n o t  a  p r o m o t i o n a l  p i e c e .

EDUCATIONAL  PACKAGE -  IND IVID UAL  
DANIELLE G APINSKI
T o  e d u c a t e  t h r o u g h  a c c u r a t e ,  c o n c i s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( r e s e a r c h  b a s e d  a s  a p p l i e s )  o n  o n e
s u b j e c t .  I t  i s  n o t  a  p r o m o t i o n a l  p a c k a g e .

( C o m m u n i c a t o r  A w a r d s  O n  p a g e  4 )
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State Award Winners announced (continuned)

SEND NEWSLETTE R SUBMISSIO NS TO  
DANIE LLE GAPINS KI  AT DES85@ ILLINOIS.EDU

PERIOD ICA L PUBLICATION -
INDIVIDUAL  
AMY HENSCHEN
A n  i n f o r m a t i o n  p i e c e  d e s i g n e d  t o
i n f o r m ,  u p d a t e ,  a n d  m a k e  r e a d e r
r e s p o n d  i n  a  p o s i t i v e  w a y .
E x a m p l e s  m a y  i n c l u d e  n e w s l e t t e r s ,
S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,
m a g a z i n e s ,  t a b l o i d s ,  e t c .  

We are  inc redibly  proud of  our
state- level  awar d recipients  and
their  outstan din g achievements.
Their  d edicat ion,  hard work ,  and
excel lence  set  a  high standard  fo r
al l  of  us .  Please jo in  us  in
congratulat ing the m and
celebra t ing th eir  success.
Together ,  we continue to  str ive
for  greatnes s  and support  eac h
other  in  a l l  our  endeavors.  

ESP National Conference 2026
ESP National Conference will be hosted by the Illinois Association on October 12-15, 2026 in
Springfield.  ESP, or Epsilon Sigma Phi, works to strengthen the impact of the Extension System’s
ability to address the needs of individuals and communities through research-based education.
It is one of the oldest and is the largest organization of Extension Professionals. 

They are seeking help in a variety of areas to make the national conference a success, including
Hospitality & Registration, Tours, Entertainment, Life Member, Décor, Auction, and Technology.
If you are interested in assisting, please let an IEPYE board Member know. 
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The Northern Regional attended the Burpee Museum in
Rockford on April 21st. They got a behind the scenes look at
the Paleo lab and were even able to make their own fossil
before venturing to Prairie Street Brewing Company for lunch
and a brief business meeting.

IEPYE W EBSITE   |   JOIN TH E IEPYE FA CEBOOK GR OUP

Professional Development
Opportunities

Mental Wellness Series: Fostering
Mental Health in Youth
Length 1 hour
Learn tips on ways to develop positive
coping skills for helping youth through
difficult times.

Simon Sinek –Unlocking Leadership
with Simon Sinek: The Infinite
Mindset | Full Conversation

IEPYE happenings

IEPYE members, (pictured left
to right) Kevin Carey, Kristi
Stout, and Carissa Nelson
attended the National 4-H
Beyond Ready Activation
Summit, April 22-24, in
Minneapolis, MN. 
This transformative gathering
provided teams with the tools,
strategies, and connections to
align the 4-H Beyond Ready
Initiative with local needs and
opportunities. 

National 4-H Beyond Ready Activation Summit

Take a moment to explore the highlights from recent and
upcoming professional development events that bring our
members together to learn, share, and grow. 

Northern Region outing

Thursday,  Sep tem ber 18
Champa ign

M o r e  d e t a i l s  t o  c o m e !

IEPYE Annual Meeting

https://4h.extension.illinois.edu/iepye
https://extension.psu.edu/mental-wellness-series-fostering-mental-health-in-youth
https://extension.psu.edu/mental-wellness-series-fostering-mental-health-in-youth
https://extension.psu.edu/mental-wellness-series-fostering-mental-health-in-youth
https://youtu.be/tqC1WwWKtfE?si=xgfZyEpBUadP-xtp
https://youtu.be/tqC1WwWKtfE?si=xgfZyEpBUadP-xtp
https://youtu.be/tqC1WwWKtfE?si=xgfZyEpBUadP-xtp
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Southern Region Professional Development Day
Thre e members  of  th e  Southern Reg ion IE PYE ( I l l inois  Extension Pr ofes sional s  for
Youth E ducat ion)  program ex perienced s igni f ic ant  p ersonal  and p rofes sio nal
leadership  growth after  attending  the Speaking for  I l l inois  4-H L egis lat i ve  Conn ect ion
event  in  Sp r ingf ie ld,  I l l inois ,  on May 6,  2025.  Thi s  im pactful  v is i t  gave the educators  a
unique  opportunity  to  mee t  with  state  legis lators  a longside teen amb as sadors,  share
their  pe rsonal  4-H experien ces,  and advocate  fo r  cont inued sup por t  o f  youth
developm ent  programs.  As  p art  o f  the  day’s  act iv i t ies ,  th e  group ob ser ved  te ens
conf idently  inte ract ing with  member s  of  both the I l l inois  Ho use and Senate,  ex pr ess ing
the value and importance of  I l l inois  4-H  in  s haping responsible,  sk i l l ed,  and
commu nity-minded leaders .  Watching youth s peak  passionately  about  h ow 4-H h as
impacted th eir  l ives  inspired the  IEPYE memb ers  to  recognize  the  p ower  of  their  own
voices  and the importance of  a l ways  in cluding our  e le cte d of f ic ia ls .  By  pr eparing
elevator  spee ches,  learning abo ut  the  legis lat ive  proces s,  and  engaging in  one-on-on e
conversa t ions  w ith  e lected of f ic i a ls ,  the  y outh honed thei r  publ ic  s peak in g,  cr i t ical
thinking,  and c iv ic  engagement  ski l ls .  For  m any,  i t  was  their  f i rst  t ime inside t he
I l l inois  State  Capitol ,  and th e experience of  standin g in  such a  histor ic  a nd  inf luential
space h elped bui ld  con f id ence and a  deep er  understandi ng  o f  ho w gove rnment
decis ions  imp act  their  commu nit ie s .  These interact ion s  re inf orced the ir  p ersonal  and
professional  b el ief  that  young voices  ma tte r  and that  they  c an  pl ay  an  act ive  role  in
shaping the  future  of  their  state .  The event  a lso  in spi red  the edu cato rs  to  advocate  for
more state  lev el  youth leadersh ip  member s  f r om within  their  co unties  to  g et  involved

and share  their  knowledge,  m aking the v is i t
not  only  a  mem orable  day in  Spr in gf i e ld  but  a
pivotal  step in  th eir  journey as  you th
developm ent  professionals .  Kr ist i  Stou t,
Souther n Region IEPYE d ir ector  coordinated
the IEPYE  professional  develop ment  day with
the Sp eaking for  I l l inois  4-H state  staf f  and
was hap py to  have Emily  Re ese and Kasey
Kemm e alongside her  to  watch  the day unf old .
Stout  enco urages  al l  IEPYE me mbers  to  attend
state  level  even ts  to  gain  appreciat ion,
under stand ing to  be  able  to  ade quately
advocate  f or  youth to  ful f i l l  these  r oles
through out  the  state!



Date:  October  2 8-30,  2025
Location :  Hi l ton At lanta  |  At lanta,  GA

T h e  2 0 2 5  N A E 4 - H Y D P  C o n f e r e n c e :
G e o r g i a  o n  M y  M i n d ;  4 - H  i n  M y  H e a r t  i s
f o c u s e d  o n  4 - H  y o u t h  d e v e l o p m e n t
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o
i m p r o v e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e
w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  w o r k .

R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  o p e n !

Member reg istration:  $500 by  Ju ly  15;
$600 after  Ju ly  15
One Day  registration :  $200 by  J uly  15;
$375 after  Ju ly  15
Nonmemb er registration :  $800
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NAE4-HYDP Conference - Georgia On My Mind, 4H in My Heart

Du ring our  Spr ing  IEPYE me eting,  I l l in ois  me mbers  re queste d a  s ur ve y  to  h elp
plan  for  t rave l  and hou sing o pt ions .  I f  you a nt ic ipate  th at  yo u w i l l  be
atte nding,  plea se co nside r  co mplet ing th e su r ve y  regard ing  you r  plan s  at  th is
l ink  whic h inc lude s  space to  provide a  ce l l phon e num ber  for  inclus ion i n  our
I l l in ois  group c hat :  
htt ps:// i l l i nois .q ualtr ics .com/ j fe/for m/SV _3Iqpza47U2 QJ8 Cq

Wil l  you be p rese nting a  poster  or  wor kshop  at  th e  co nfere nce?  Let  u s  kn ow so
we  can supp ort  ea ch other!  htt ps:// i l l i nois .q ualtr ics .com/ j fe/for m/
SV_ 80QP ihZ7 Owkgf 6m

https://web.cvent.com/event/189f6f42-e963-43ba-8269-20210b46a6fe/websitePage:3b25b1a5-0974-45f4-ac01-c8b5ad73825f
https://illinois.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3Iqpza47U2QJ8Cq
https://illinois.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_80QPihZ7Owkgf6m
https://illinois.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_80QPihZ7Owkgf6m

