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ILLINOIS 4-H 
Visual Arts: 3-D/Mixed Media: Diorama 

 

A diorama is a three-dimensional miniature scene or model representing a specific environment, 
moment, or story, often with realistic details. It typically combines artistic elements like painted 
backdrops and carefully arranged objects to create a sense of depth and immersion. Here's a 
breakdown of its characteristics:  

Dioramas are often created at a reduced scale to depict environments, events, or concepts in a 
compact format. Everything within the diorama is proportionally scaled to maintain consistency 
and realism. Dioramas often depict specific scenes, such as historical events, natural 
environments, or imaginative worlds. They aim to tell a story or evoke a feeling, making them both 
educational and artistic.  

Materials used can be made using anything from plastic, wood, paper, foam, clay, and natural items 
like moss or rocks. Figures, structures, and accessories are typically handcrafted or pre-made to fit 
the theme.  

Resources: 

"How to Build Dioramas" by Sheperd Paine: A comprehensive guide covering various aspects of 
diorama construction, including techniques for creating realistic scenes and figures. Sheperd Paine 
was a renowned modeler and military historian, known for his expertise in diorama building.  

"Building Dioramas" by Chris Mrosko: This book offers detailed instructions on constructing 
dioramas, with insights into painting, weathering, and creating realistic environments.  

"Diorama Building for Beginners" by Derrick S. Wright: A step-by-step guide aimed at beginners, 
focusing on building and constructing dioramas from scratch using inexpensive materials.  
 
Project Book: Ideas, Tips, and Techniques For School Projects: Scene-A-Rama project book 
provides youth with motivation, stimulation, and inspiration for building amazing dioramas and 
displays. https://scenearama.woodlandscenics.com/assets/SP4170.pdf 
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