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Shape Tomorrow: The Benefits of
Joining IEPYE
IEPYE is the professional association for Illinois 4-H staff –
made up of your colleagues (active members) and retirees (life
members) – that help promote, enhance, strengthen, and
advocate for the personal and professional development of
Extension professions engaged in youth programming.

As a member, you have access to special professional
development opportunities, award and recognition
opportunities at the state, multi-state, and national levels,
national conferences and networking events, and more. 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS
K e l l y  L a f ferty  

L a t o s h a  R e ggans
N o r t h e r n  

C a r i s s a  N elson
E a s t  C e n t r a l

J e s s ic a  J af fry
W e s t  C e n t r a l

K r i s t i  S tout
S o u t h e r n

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
M i c h e l e  A a vang,  

P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

A n d r e a  F a rr ier
M e m b e r  R e c o g n i t i o n

K a t ie  D u i t sm an
M e m b e r s h i p

D a n i e l l e  G a pin ski
P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  &  I n f o r m a t i o n /

N e w s l e t t e r

S a r a  M a rten
A d v i s o r y

M a d o n n a  Wee se
L i f e  M e m b e r

OFFICERS
M a r t h a  E b b e s m e y er,  President

K a t i e  D u i t s m a n ,  V ice  Presid en t

K a s e y  K e m m e ,  Secretary

J e n n i f e r  P e t e r s o n,  Treasu rer

Dues are  $105 for  state  and nat ional  membership
(combined)  or  $25 for  state-only  membership.

$50 OFF YOUR DUES!  Al l  academic  staf f  members  –  both
new and returning –  who submit  their  membership  and
pay their  dues  by  November  19  (dur ing our  IEPYE
meeting at  Annual  Conference)  wi l l  be  entered into  a
drawing to  receive  $50 of f  their  dues  payment  for  this
year .  We wi l l  draw four  members  at  this  t ime.

Date:  November  19th  
Time:  4 :30  PM
Location:  Houl ihan's ,  Champaign ( ins ide of  iHotel )
F o o d  a n d  b e v e r a g e s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e .  

IEPYE Networking Event

S E N D  N EW SLE T T E R  S U B M I S SIO N S TO  
D A N IE L L E  G A PI N S K I  A T  D E S 85@ILLINO IS.EDU
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Grow Together: Join Our Mentor/Mentee
Opportunity Today
Foster growth, learning, and mutual support by becoming a
mentor/mentee in IEPYE.  Mentorship provides personalized
guidance, insights, and development while mentors, in
turn, gain fresh perspectives, sharpen their leadership
skills, and help others grow.  This relationship builds a
sense of community and shared purpose while also
potentially opening doors to new opportunities,
collaborations, and professional networks that last beyond
the formal mentorship.  
If this sounds like a good fit for you, you may sign up to
participate when registering for IEPYE.

I E P Y E  W E B S I T E   |   J O IN  T HE IE P YE F AC EBO O K  GR OUP

Professional Development
Opportunities

PD in  Your  PJs:  Cahokia
Mounds |  November 18,  6-7  pm
Webinar  |   S ign up

Hear  a  Cahokia  Mounds State
Histor ic  S ite  Staf f  Member
discuss  the  ancient  City  of
Cahokia,  a  s i te  in  present-day
I l l inois  which was inhabited by
Indigenous people  f rom about
700-1400.  This  mult i faceted
presentat ion wi l l  include
points  of  interest  including arts
(pottery,  jewelry ,  ornaments) ,
architecture,  agr iculture,  urban
development  and much more.  
 
Securing Funding for  Long-
Term Sustainabil ity
November 20,  1-2  pm |
Webinar   |   Learn more and
sign up

Finding funding is  a  top issue
for  afterschool  programs
everywh ere — in  this  session
they’ l l  ta lk  about  what  you
need to  know to  secure  funds
and advocate  for  long-term
program sustainabi l i ty .  

Check out  the NAE4-HYDP
website  for  additional  virtual
trainings.

Make an Impact! Join a committee and
shape the future
Joining a committee is a powerful way to make a
meaningful impact, expand professional skills, and build
relationships.  IEPYE offers several committee
opportunities to collaborate and contribute fresh ideas.
These include Professional Development, Member
Recognition, Membership, Public Relations & Information/
Newsletter, Advisory, and Life Member.  
A brief description and opportunity to sign up for a
committee is included in the IEPYE sign up which you can
find here: Join IEPYE
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